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Food for Thought 
By Senior Pastor Bill Jones 

 

Occasionally someone will ask, “Why Lent? Why should Christians observe a season called Lent?” After all, 
the word “Lent” is not in the Bible. But it is biblical. At the center of our lives as Christians are the passion, death 
and resurrection of Jesus the Christ. Lent is a forty-day period of preparation for the highlight of our celebrations, 
Easter. It begins on Ash Wednesday and ends with the Easter service. The forty days do not include Sundays. In 
the early centuries of the church, Lent was observed with very strict fasting, and so the Sundays, which are con-
sidered “little Easters” or “feast days,” cannot be included. In reality, the period of Lent includes forty weekdays 
and six Lord’s Days. Easter, being a moveable feast – the first Sunday after the first full moon following the ver-
nal equinox – means that Ash Wednesday is also moveable and can occur as early as February fourth and as late 
as March tenth. Ash Wednesday this year falls on March 5 and Easter will be celebrated on April 20.  

As a part of its preparations for the glorious celebration of Easter, the church called for a period of reflection, 
renewal, penitence, and preparation. Lent is a time not only for those who are already Christians, but also for 
those seeking to become the adopted children of God through baptism, to enter into this journey with Christ. Ac-
cording to Mark’s Gospel, at a place called Caesarea Philippi, Jesus called the crowd with his disciples, and said to 
them, If any want to become my followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me 
(Mark 8:34). Jesus calls each of us to pick up our cross and follow him. How might we, who are the followers of 
Christ, enter into Lent today? How can we use these forty days to deepen our lives in and with Christ, with our 
neighbor? How might we, who have been called to be disciples, use these days of preparation and penance as an 
opportunity to walk the way of the cross, to join Jesus in the journey to the cross? 

Purple is the color associated with Lent. Purple represents royalty and penitence. In preparing to meet King 
Jesus, we recognize ourselves as unworthy and in need of repentance. Therefore, purple reminds us to take in-
ventory of ourselves in preparation for Easter. 

We begin the season with Ash Wednesday. The ashes are placed on the forehead, representing our mortality. 
But they are placed in the sign of the cross, reminding us that as Christians we die in Christ. As we move through 
the season, we move from despair to hope, as Good Friday offers redemption with Christ’s death. 

Journeying with Christ through Lent is about entering into a gradual, deliberate journey of instruction, self-
reflection, examination, and reparation. Thomas Aquinas, the 13th century Christian preacher and theologian, 
liked to say, omnis Christi action nostra est instruction – “every action of Christ is for our instruction.” To grow 
into maturity as disciples of Jesus requires that we attend to the whole life of Jesus, not only to his birth and res-
urrection. Through Jesus’ whole life among us – his life and ministry as well as his passion, death and resurrec-
tion – God is working to save, to heal, to drive out demons, to teach us, to redeem creation. 

During Lent we remember that important part of Jesus’ life when he dwelt fasting in the desert for forty days, 
and was tempted by the devil. Where Adam and Eve gave in to the serpent’s temptation, Jesus does not; even in 
self-denial, Jesus is victorious over temptation. And late in Lent, during Holy Week and especially on Good Friday, 
we remember Jesus’ suffering and death to save us. On Easter Sunday at Williamsburg UMC we begin each ser-
vice in darkness and gradually reveal the light as the curtain covering the cross is lifted and we burst forth in 
song with Christ the Lord is Risen Today. The day is so much brighter when you have been through the dark-
ness. But to see the light of Jesus Christ’s resurrection on Easter, you have to acknowledge the suffering of his 
execution that precedes it.  

In Lent, we are attentive to the parts of Jesus’ life – his self-control, his patience, his faith-
fulness even in suffering – that we hope to gain as his disciples. To prepare, many peo-
ple choose to “give up” something during this period so that they can be ready for the 
full meaning of Easter. In Lent we might give up something, give to our annual Lenten 
Offering for missions, do a specific prayer discipline, or change something to push our-
selves spiritually. But the point is not self-improvement. The point is not even just self-
denial. The point is to feel a little discomfort, a little pain, and by that to be constantly 
reminded of the love of our Savior Jesus Christ who denied himself for our salvation. Lent 
is not about us! It is about Jesus Christ. As Christians we should observe the season of Lent. 
Whatever we do to observe Lent, let it be about getting to know Jesus Christ better. That’s 
food for thought! 



 

Thoughts from Kay 
 

It’s hard to keep life in balance.  Work, play, doing good… how do we 
know how much to do, when enough is enough.  Soccer moms and dads rush 
their children from sports to music to dance to SAT lessons. Retirees take 

classes, volunteer, participate in civic groups.  The family dinner around the table is 
becoming a thing of the past. 

The problem is one of balance.  In any area of our life we can have too much of a good thing.  
Work is good—but you can’t kill yourself with it.  Serving others is also good—but you have to take care 

of your own needs or you won’t be healthy enough to serve.  Resting is good.  But you have to do some-
thing or your life won’t be full and fun and satisfying.   

Let’s look at one of the most important passages in scripture: Mark 12:30-31.  When asked what the 
greatest commandment is, Jesus replies  “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all 
your soul, and with all your mind, and with all your strength.”   The second is this, “You shall love your 

neighbor as yourself.” 

This isn’t just about religious piety; in this passage Jesus has given us the key to a 
happy life.  First of all:  We have to get our priorities straight. God has to be at the center of 

our lives.  It’s actually pretty easy to go day in and day out with no relationship with God.  
There are indeed people who go very long times without ever thinking they need God.  
Until something bad happens.  Until crisis hits.  Then they are left stunned, incapable of 
moving forward, because they haven’t opened themselves to the greatest power in the 
universe. 

Secondly:  A balanced life is focused on serving others.  You can’t live only for 
yourself and expect to have a happy life.  It just doesn’t work that way.  Now, at differ-
ent ages and stages and in different family conditions, this focus will look different.  If 
you have a baby, they will be your “others” for right now.  But when the kids are grown 
and out of the house, you may have to seek ways to serve that you never did before.  
This is one of the reasons that the young and the old do more volunteer work.   

Thirdly:   You have to care for yourself.  Sometimes we forget when we hear “Love 
your neighbor as yourself” that it assumes love of self to begin with.  Some of us are such 

good caretakers that we forget that we’ll only be able to serve as long as we have the energy 
to do so.  If we spend our whole selves in service, we’ll have nothing left to give.  It is easy to 

get into a pattern of little sleep, less exercise, focusing totally on the needs of those around 
you.  But it’s a recipe for burnout. 

In seminary we talked about life being like a triangle.  God is at the top, at the center, the 
point from which our life hangs if it isn’t to drag in the dirt.  The bottom two points of the triangle 

are yourself, and others.  If you emphasize one too much over the other, it tilts, hits bottom.  That’s 
called sin.  Either way.  However, if your triangle is off balance, the only way to get healthy again is to 

hang it on God, and even it out. 

It isn’t easy living a life in balance.  God, self, others.  Never forget the top of that triangle, that 
fixed point from which our lives hang, is God.  Be open to the transforming power of the Holy Spirit that 

comes in unexpected and beautiful ways. Keep life in balance.  It can be done.  And Jesus tells us, it’s 
the greatest commandment of all.   

 



 

Senior Pastor’s Bible Study 
for Lent 

 

“Sensing Jesus’ Last Days” 
 

Wednesday Evenings and Thursday Mornings 
 

With the help of our 
five senses and those of 
Jesus and the Twelve Dis-
ciples we will look at the 
Passion of Jesus – his suf-
fering, death and resur-
rection – through sight, 
sound, smell, touch and 
taste. Through the study 
of the Scriptures we will 
be challenged to see and 
hear, to smell, touch, and 
taste the mystery of Jesus’ Passion anew. We will 
also consider the senses of the Twelve: What did 
the disciples see in Jesus that made them want to 
follow him? What did they hear that caused one of 
them to betray him, another to deny him, and all of 
them to desert him when he was arrested? What 
did the disciples smell at the Last Supper that made 
them think this was no ordinary Passover meal? 
What did it mean for one of the disciples to be in-
vited to touch the scars of crucifixion in Jesus’ 
hands and side? And what happened to the disciples 
after Jesus tasted death on the cross and was 
raised? 

Each week during Lent we will look at one sense 
only. We will progress through sight, sound, smell, 
touch and taste. Using these senses what did Jesus 
sense in his last days?  What did his disciples sense 
as they journeyed with him to the cross? And how 
do these senses help us to make sense of Jesus’ 

death and resurrection as 
we prepare for Easter? 

Our senior pastor Bible 
study for Lent will be held 
on Wednesday evenings 
and repeated on Thursday 
mornings beginning March 
12 and 13.  The study will 
conclude on April 9 and 10.  

Giving It Up:  

A Sermon 

Series for 

Lent 2014 
 

Let's give up more than choco-
late this year.  Many of us give up 
certain things for the forty days of Lent, 
and doing so can be a very beneficial thing for us. 
This Lenten Sermon Series takes that idea one step 
further as we consider each week things that God 
wants us to give up, not just for forty days, but for-
ever. During the Lenten season join us for worship 
at 8:15 a.m. or 11:00 a.m. 

1st Sunday in Lent (March 9) -  
Giving Up Control 

Genesis 2:15-17, 3:1-7; Matthew 4:1-11 
 

2nd Sunday in Lent (March 16) -  
Giving Up Expectations 

Genesis 12:1-4a; John 3:1-17  
 

3rd Sunday in Lent (March 23)  -  
Giving Up Superiority 

Romans 5:1-11; John 4:5-42  
 

4th Sunday in Lent (March 30)  -  
Giving Up Our Dark Side 

Ephesians 5:8-14; John 9:1-12 

 

5th Sunday of Lent (April 6) -  
Giving Up Our Lives  

Ezekiel 37:1-14; John 11:1-45  
 

Palm/Passion Sunday (April 13) -  
Giving Up Popularity 

Philippians 2:5-11; Matthew 21:1-11 

  

Easter Sunday (April 20) -  
Giving Up Death 

Acts 10:34-43; John 20:1-18 

Lenten Season Events 



 

Easter Lilies 
You’re invited to provide one or more Easter lilies in honor or in memory of a loved 

one.  Return this form by April 1 with a check for $20 payable to WUMC and write 
“Easter Lilies” on the memo line.  Place my gift of Easter Lilies: 

 

In memory of:____________________ ______ 

(Print) 

 

In honor of:____ ________________________ 

(Print) 

 

Given by:__ ______________________________ 

(Print) 

 

Phone:    

(Print) 

Lenten Meager 
Meals 

The United Methodist Men (UMM) 
and the Monday Evening Book Discus-
sion Group invite you to enhance your 
experience of Lent by sharing a Meager 
Meal together.  The Meager Meal will 
consist of soup, bread and water.  A free 
will offering will be taken.   

The UMM will host the first meal on 
Friday, March 14 at 6:00 p.m.   The Book 
Group will host the second meal on Fri-
day, March 28 also at 6:00 p.m.   

Both meals 
will take place 
in the Fellow-
ship Hall.   

Please pick 
up a ticket at 
the Crossroads 
Table for either 
or both events. 

Sunday School Classes 
for Lent 

 

Many of our adult Sunday School classes will 
begin their Lenten studies on March 9.  If you have not yet 
found a Sunday School home, now is the time to join a class! 

Lenten Season Events 

Aldersgate:  (Wesley Hall)  
“Where is God When it Hurts,” by Phillip Yancey 

   

Bishop McKendree:  (Room 102) 
“Seeing Ourselves in Those Confronted by Jesus”  

  

Christian-Life Connections:  (Room 309) 
“A World Worth Saving”  

  

Fellowship Class:  (Room 103) 
Adult Bible Studies - Jesus’ Fulfillment of Scripture 

 

The Gathering:  (Room 206) 
“Seeing Ourselves in Those Confronted by Jesus”  

 

Marvin Willard Bible Class:  (Room 174) 
“The Way:  Walking in the Footsteps of Jesus,”  

by Adam Hamilton 
  

Searchers:  (Room 171) 
“Seeing Ourselves in Those Confronted by Jesus”  

  

World Religions:  (Room 101) 
“When Religion Becomes Evil,” by Charles Kimball   



 

UMCOR - One Great Hour of Sharing: With this offering, the United Methodist Church rebuilds lives 
and communities around the world by helping the United Methodist Committee on Relief. 100% of your 
designated gift goes to specific relief causes. 
 

Philippine Hurricane Relief: The United Methodist Committee on Relief has been at work in the wake 
of Super Typhoon Haiyan, rebuilding communities and teaching Disaster Risk Strategies. 100% of your gift 
will be used to help disaster victims. 
 

Carolina Honduras Health Foundation: Carolina Honduras Health Foundation (CHHF) maintains a 
clinic in a remote area of Honduras along the Mosquito Coast.  Prior to the establishment of CHHF in 1995, 
these people had no regular medical care.  Now the clinic is staffed every other week by volunteer teams 
who are providing medical care, sharing God’s love at the clinic and in the community.  Members of WUMC 
volunteer at this clinic at least twice each year. 
 

Virginia Chaplain Service Fund: Since 1920, this non-profit organization has changed the lives of thou-
sands of inmates throughout the Commonwealth. By distributing bibles, conducting worship services, pro-
viding counseling and coordinating volunteer programs, their staff of chaplains has reached even the most 
violent offenders through much needed prison ministry. 

Head Start:  Head Start is a comprehensive pre-school program for low-income children ages 3-5, provid-
ing educational, nutritional, medical, emotional development, parent involvement, and transportation ser-
vices.  The educational goal is to provide a nurturing environment where children can learn the skills that 
will prepare them to begin public school.   
 

Wounded Warrior Project:  The purpose of The Wounded Warrior Project (WWP) is to raise awareness 
and enlist the public's aid to help injured service members and to provide programs and direct services 
that meet their needs.  This includes an assessment of needs for an individual and their family; services 
that include behavioral healthcare, veterans' benefits, housing and employment assistance; and peer and 
family support groups.  In Virginia, WWP serves veterans of any era; members of the National Guard and 
Reserves not in active federal service; and family members of these groups.   
 

The 3E Restoration Process:  The 3E Restoration Process is a new initiative of the Greater Williamsburg 
Outreach Mission (GWOM).  GWOM is a non-profit organization whose purpose is to meet the needs of 
individuals in the Greater Williamsburg Area who are homeless, at risk of becoming homeless, or have 
other basic needs for assistance.  The 3E Restoration Process is a 1 to 2-year intensive relationship be-
tween a "Friend in Need" and a group of "All in Friends" that builds on Encouraging, Equipping and Em-
powering a person in need, with the goal of attaining permanent residence and economic stability.  WUMC 
is a charter member of GWOM.  

GLOBAL OUTREACH 

Beneficiaries For The Upcoming 
Lenten Offering  

LOCAL OUTREACH 



 

50
th
 Anniversary  

Celebration Event 
 

Please join us for the next anniversary celebra-
tion event on Sunday, March 30. Following the 
11:00 a.m. worship service there will be a 5th Sun-
day potluck luncheon sponsored by Witness & Wel-
come. Bring a dish to share and enjoy a fun pro-
gram where we will be reminded of our commit-
ment to provide a welcoming environment to all. 

The spring edition of the 50 Acts of Service will 
be distributed. In addition, the 50th Anniversary 
Commemorative plates will be 
for sale for a reduced price of 
$10 each. 

Mark your calendars for 
Sunday, September 14 when 
Bishop Cho will be here to 
celebrate with us. A reception 
with special presentations will 
take place following the late 
service. 

United Methodist Day at the  
General Assembly 

 

February 6, 2014 
 

Several members of our congregation went to Richmond to speak with our representatives about impor-
tant social justice issues.  We spoke to Delegate Monty Mason and to the Legislative Aides for Senator 
Tommy Norment, Delegate Brenda Pogge and Senator John Miller.  Our main topics of discussion were Medi-
caid expansion and human trafficking as advocated by Virginia Interfaith.  Other topics included predatory 
lending, benefits for veterans, education reform, and mental health issues.  Our WUMC group was introduced 
in the Capitol Gallery, and we saw the Senate in session.  

The afternoon speakers were Sara 
Pomeroy, Executive Director of the Richmond 
Justice Initiative who spoke on human traffick-
ing,  and Erin Stegler from the Virginia Con-
sumer Voices for Health Care who spoke on 
the Medicaid expansion. 

The following people attended: Cindy 
Banek, Bonnie Knizatko, Bill and Linda Jones, 
Carolyn and Bob Spencer, Charles Swadley, 
Mary Brett Wright and Mary Jo Bennett.  Thank 
you to Charles Swadley for driving the church 
van to Richmond. 

Save the Date!! 
Coming Closer to God in 

 Mind, Body, and Soul 
WUMC Women's Retreat  

 

May 2 - 4 
 

Join us as we travel to Hot Springs in south-
western Virginia to participate in a variety of classes 
and stay at the Homestead Resort Hotel.  Informa-
tion cards with fees and registration forms will be 
available at Connection Corner soon.  We look for-
ward to a wonderful weekend! 

For more information, contact Rev. Jeanne 
Forrest (503-3550). 



 

Williamsburg United Methodist Women 
March 2014 – UMW Circle Meetings 

 

Olive Casey Circle – Monday, March 3.  Members will gather at the home of Judi French at 
11:00 a.m. for a luncheon to celebrate St. Patrick's Day. 
 

Clarke/Heritage Circle – Tuesday, March 4 at 9:45 a.m. in Fellowship Hall.   The program 
will be “Getting to Know You,” followed by a “bagless” lunch in the Fellowship Hall. 
 

Jean Craig Circle – Tuesday, March 4 at 1:30 p.m. at the Chambrel Activities Room.   The 
program will be “UMW Mission Game.” 
 

Susanna Wesley Circle – Wednesday, March 5 at 10:00 a.m. in Room 309.   
 

Friendship Circle – Monday, March 10 at 10:30 a.m. in the Church Den.   
 

Windsor Meade Circle – Monday, March 10 at 10:30 a.m. in the Ballroom of Windsor Hall.   
The program “Blooms that Brighten” will be presented by Patti de Blass of Schmidt’s Flowers. 
 

Carol Scott Circle – Tuesday, March 11 at 1:00 p.m. in the Church Den.  
 

Sisters in Faith Circle – Tuesday, March 11 at 7:00 p.m. in Room 309.  Our program will be 
presented by Marybeth Sams who will talk about the Friends of Barnabas Foundation.  This 
organization works very closely with Leonarda’s Home of Hope. 
 

Williamsburg Landing Circle – Tuesday, March 18 at 10:30 a.m. at the Williamsburg Land-
ing Main Building. 
 

Important Dates to Remember 
 

Mini School of Mission – Saturday, March 22 
 

UMW Executive Board Meeting – Monday, March 24 at  7:00 p.m. in Room 309 

If  You Live in Stonehouse or Are Interested 
Enough to Drive There . . . 

There is a women's study group meeting at Stonehouse Presbyterian Church every Wednesday morning, 
9:45 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.  Currently there are three WUMC members who live in that area attending, as well as 
members of other denominations.  It is a wonderful group of women who are warm and loving and learning 

from each other.  A new study will begin in March so now is an opportune time to join, 
although all are welcome at anytime and for any Wednesday morning they can be 
there.  Anne Grossman is the facilitator and she would be happy to speak to you. You 
can contact Linda Hansell (566-0040) or lhansell@verizon.net for Anne's number or 
for any additional information.  

mailto:lhansell@verizon.net


 

Candle Burning Ceremony and First General 

Meeting for 2014 
 

Saturday, April 12 at 10:00 a.m. in Fellowship Hall 
 

The Williamsburg United Methodist Women will host a candle burning ceremony 
on Saturday, April 12.  This time of coming together is an opportunity to honor and 
remember loved ones.  Your donations will allow our candle to burn one second for 
each $0.60 donated.  ALL donations support UMW worldwide missions. 

During the ceremony, we will hear the names of loved ones read aloud.  We will pray, sing hymns, share 
a litany, hear a mission update and a Response moment. 

Please join us for our first WUMW General Meeting this year.  If you are unable to attend the meeting, 
you may still donate to this worthwhile cause, and your loved one’s name will be included with the others 
that will be honored and remembered at the ceremony.  Forms are available from circle leaders, Elane 
Strange, or the church office, and will be in the church bulletin on March 23, 30, and April 6.  Attach contribu-
tions to the form and leave them in the Candle Burning box in the church office by April 7. 

If you would like to display a picture of the people that you are honoring or remembering, please contact 
Bonnie Brothers (258-0940) or bring the pictures the morning of the ceremony to include in the display. 

Light refreshments will be served at the ceremony.  If you have question, please contact Elane Strange 
(220-8414). 

What Happens to the Bazaar Money? 
 

Every year in November, the Williamsburg United Methodist Women give half of the 
proceeds from their Bi-Annual Bazaar to both local and global mission opportunities.  
Half of the 2011 Bazaar proceeds were distributed in 2012, and the remaining half, 
were distributed in November 2013 as follows: 

GLOBAL 
 

Wesley Community Services Center - $1,000 

Red Bird Mission - $1,000 

Henry Fork Service Center - $1,000 

Kalaskas-Philippines Ministry - $1,000 

Latvia Hope Center - $1,000 

Agape Center-Eastern Shore - $1,000 

UMCOR-cleaning buckets - $1,000 

LOCAL 
 

FISH - $300 

Lackey Free Clinic - $200 

Avalon - $200 

MCV Hospitality House - $200 

Salvation Army - $200 

Pregnancy Center in Richmond - $200 

CASA - $200 

United Methodist Family Services - $200 

Faith in Action - $300 

Thank you for your continued support of our Bi-Annual Bazaars! 



 

Faith and Culture 
 

Time For God. Three words that can have so many different meanings, but for me they are three words 
that are central to my life, and responsible for an awful lot! 

I grew up in Dublin, Ireland, and at the time Ireland** was 97% Catholic by tradition. I think the figure 
has dropped to around 92% now. There were about 5,000 Methodists in the country. My background is 
Methodist/Church of Ireland in that my immediate family were Methodist but with strong C of I links. I went 
to a C of I elementary school and a Methodist high school, the only one in Ireland. Through my school years 
I mostly went to church, but did drift away for a while. Church was something I did rather than lived. 

By the age of 19 I was leading a youth group at church and had made a commitment to follow Jesus as 
best I could.  Faith in Christ was beginning to become lived by now. Over the next few years I got more and 
more involved in youth ministry locally, nationally and internationally. In 1995 my youth leader suggested I 
look at an organization called “Time For God” (timeforgod.org) that organizes gap years for students to 
experience ministry full time in a variety of contexts. I applied, and was placed with a church in England do-
ing youth ministry. I haven’t looked back since. Their current logo incorporates the phrase “time for God 
changes lives” which is true on so many levels. 

As we spend time with God, we allow the Holy Spirit to work in and through us to make us more Christ-
like, and to change the world around us. TFG brings in volunteers from across the world, including the US.  
Over recent years I have both supervised volunteers (from Germany, Korea and NJ), and spoken at their 
training conferences and shared in multi-cultural worship, prayer and conversation. 

Whether it was being exposed to Catholic mass in Ireland, the rhythmic drum-led worship in Africa, the 
multi-lingual, multi-cultural European/TFG experiences, or times of solitude and silence, setting aside time for 
God has become a crucial, daily part of my life. 

When I move (and please keep praying for the visa!) I hope to maintain links with Time For God and fa-
cilitate opportunities for students aged 18-25 to spend a year on mission in the UK. If you want to find out 
more please either visit the website or email me on andy@notminebutyours.net. 

 

** When I say Ireland, I mean the Republic of Ireland, the country that isn’t part of the UK. If I’m referring to the part that is part of the UK I’ll call it 
Northern Ireland or simply “The North”.  

Sea Scout News 
Sea Scouts from Sea Scout Ship 103, sponsored by Williamsburg United Methodist Church, recently 

provided the color guard for the U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary’s Change of Watch ceremony. Participating (from 
left to right) were Bradley Weisman, Winn Swanson, Blakeney Pratt, and Alexis 
Kunowski. Sea Scouts is a program of the Boy Scouts of America for young men 
and women ages 14 to 21. The emphasis of Ship 103 is the art of sailing. In ad-
dition to sailing and racing large keel boats, Sea Scouts receive hands-on instruc-
tion in topics that include, piloting, coastal navigation, cruising, racing, meteorol-
ogy, and radio communications. Sea Scouts provides the opportunity to learn safe 
boating skills and earn the required Virginia boating license. The Ship meets 
at Williamsburg United Methodist Church on Wednesday evenings from 7:00 p.m. 
- 8:30 p.m. 

http://timeforgod.org/
mailto:andy@notminebutyours.net


 

 March is here!  Can we say NO MORE SNOW!?!  My son, who is a Senior, as well as all of 
the Seniors I know are hoping snow will not keep them from that coveted day when they gradu-
ate!  Snow could stand between them and a timely graduation! May this March bring warm 
weather and daffodils… signs of life and renewal to us Christians. 

 We have all suffered a huge loss, and no one feels that more than the family of Kees van 
Leliveld.  However, we are all feeling the loss as we move about our church, especially on Sun-
day mornings.  Be aware of how you are doing and how our students are doing in light of this 
tragic loss.  Be open to asking questions and really listening to our young people express their 
feelings of sorrow, anger, and disappointment.  Let them know it is okay to be angry at God.  
God understands and can take our anger.  Remember that God’s son died too, and that very son 
cried real tears when his friend, Lazarus, died.  It’s okay to feel all of these feelings, but we 
must get them out and talk about them.  We will be doing that in youth group from time to 
time.  Let me know if you need help or if your student needs help.  That is why we are here, 
and we love all of you! 

Stephen Ministry 
 

Who will know about my problem if I talk to a Stephen Minister?  Many people ask 
this question.  Confidentiality is the cornerstone of Stephen Ministry.  No one will find out 
what you discuss with your Stephen Minister.  If you have a burden that you need to 
share, perhaps a Stephen Minister can help.  Tell one of the pastors you would like to 
speak with a Stephen Minister. 

CONFIRMATION 

Confirmation classes are being planned for this spring.  Confirmation is an opportunity for 
youth in eighth grade and above to explore their faith by learning what it means to be a Chris-
tian.  Youth will also study the history, teachings, and sacraments of the United Methodist 
Church.  The goal of confirmation is to help the students embrace the calling of God and to live 
for God through Jesus Christ.   

A Confirmation orientation for parents and students is scheduled for March 16 in the Youth 
Center immediately following the second worship service.  Lunch will be provided.  We will 
discuss the requirements for Confirmation and answer any questions you may have.  Confirma-
tion classes will then follow on Sunday afternoons from 1:30 p.m. - 3:00 p.m. from March 23 - 
June 8, which is Confirmation Sunday.  (With the exceptions of Easter Sunday,  April 20 and 
Mother’s Day, May 11). 

Please contact Rev. Kay Barre (229-1771 x261 or  kbarre@williamsburgumc.org) or my-
self (229-1771 x259 or lsmith@williamsburgumc.org) should you have questions, and please 
let us know if you plan to attend the orientation on March 16.  We hope parents and your stu-
dents will prayerfully consider Confirmation classes.  We are excited to share our faith and love 
for Jesus Christ with them!  Confirmation is an exciting journey for us all. 

News from Lou-Anne Smith 

mailto:kbarre@williamsburgumc.org
mailto:lsmith@williamsburgumc.org


 

Another Successful  

Sweetheart Banquet 
 

The fourth annual Sweetheart Banquet presented by the 
Early Childhood Music School’s board and faculty was a tre-
mendous success, thanks to the efforts of many generous 
supporters!  108 diners enjoyed an elegant evening of 
mouthwatering cuisine provided by Mary Liz Sadler and Cathy 
Ripley with homemade rolls by Ruth Anderton.  I sincerely 
thank each of them for their substantial donation of time, tal-

ent and energy.  I also wish to thank Cathie Allport, Bob Ripley and Sally Burri who helped to keep the 
kitchen humming.   

The meal was served by ECMS faculty members:  Paulette Amory, Ginger Barr, Tamara Carver, Norma 
Champion, Kathy Fagerland, Cindy Freeman, Phaedra McNorton, Sandy Owens and Tram Phan who provided 
entertainment along with the local Jazz band, Dog Street Rhythm Kings.   

A heartfelt “thank you” goes to the banquet committee:  Donna Herman (Chair), Bill Herman, Mary Liz 
Sadler and Glenith Whitaker for their outstanding organization, beautiful table decorations and lots of hard 
work!  Additional board members, Sue Steberl (Chair), Alice Alexander, Susan Buck, Sally Burri, Susanna 
Owens, Bud Rhodes, Sharon Sams, Norb Smith and Betsy Ziskind assisted with set-up and cleanup.  Each 
Board member also provided a yummy appetizer . . . AND because the ECMS Board members underwrote all 
expenses for the banquet, 100% of the proceeds will go to support financially disadvantaged parents and 
educate their children through the school’s two outreach programs:    

Elliot’s Song for Project Outreach annually serves 300 students in Head Start, Bright Beginnings and 
Child Development Resources.  The net profit from tickets and dona-
tions totaled $5,202.44, including a generous donation from Elliot’s 
parents, Megan and André Provoncha.   

The Jessie Elizabeth Scholarship Fund annually enables 25 - 
30 financially disadvantaged students to participate in classes on-site 
either tuition-free or at a reduced rate.  The banquet tip bowls gen-
erated a whopping $941.00 for scholarships!     

I sincerely thank all who attended and all who contributed so 
generously to a delightful evening to benefit two very good causes!   

  

Cindy Freeman,  

ECMS Director and Project Outreach Executive Director 

ECMS board chair, Sue Steberl (right), presented flowers to the 
Singing Servers, in honor of the school’s 25th anniversary year. 

Diners enjoyed a delicious meal prepared by Cathy Ripley 
and Mary Liz Sadler. 

ECMS Registration 
 

Registration for fall 2014 and two five-day summer sessions begins March 15.    
Eligibility includes children, ages 2 months – 7 years and Group Piano for adults.  

For more information, contact Cindy (229-1771, ext. 108) or  
cfreeman@williamsburgumc.org. 
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Shelter 

Week a 

Success 
 

Williamsburg United 
Methodist Church, one of 15 

churches offering emergency shelter for 18 weeks 
from November to March, recently completed a sec-
ond successful week. We hosted from 17 – 25 
guests each night, roughly 140 total for the week. 
There were typically 70% men and 30% women, 
and we had no children. Fortunately, we stayed at 
capacity (25), and we didn’t have to turn any guests 
away. 

We didn’t keep track of how much donated 
clothing we gave away, but we covered three long 
tables with clothes and we had to replenish the sup-
plies once during the week. 

The shelter would not have happened without 
the many volunteers who helped to staff the shelter 
throughout the week, plus those who prepared and 
served 14 meals for the guests. We partnered with 
St. Stephen Lutheran Church, and we were also as-
sisted this time by King of Glory Lutheran. The part-
nering arrangement works very well for all of our 
congregations. Thank you to everyone who gave 
their time and talent to make this outreach so 
meaningful to our guests. 

 

Local Outreach Work Area 

March 2: Communion Sunday 

Adult choirs sing “Jesus, My All, to Heaven Is Gone” 
by Howard Helvey. 

 

March 5: ASH WEDNESDAY 

The Charles Wesley Singers sing “Surely, He Hath 
Borne Our Griefs” by Karl Graun in special worship 

service at 7:00 p.m. 
 

March 9: 1st Sunday of Lent 

Adult choirs sing “When I Survey the Wondrous 
Cross” by Gilbert Martin; children’s choirs will sing 

”Seek Ye First” by Karen Lafferty. 
 

March 16: 2nd Sunday of Lent 

Adult choirs sing “I Will Lift Up Mine Eyes” by Leo 
Sowerby; Chancel Orchestra  accompany  

congregation on hymns and service music. 
 

March 22: Senior Organ Recital at 3:00 p.m. 

William & Mary senior organ student, Allen Blehl,  
in recital on our Peragallo Pipe Organ.   

All are Welcome! 
 

March 23: 3rd Sunday of Lent 

Adult choirs sing “Come, Let Us Sing” by Felix  
Mendelssohn; Canticles of Praise will sing ”How 

Great Is Our God” by arr. Jack Schrader.  Bells of 
Praise will play “Let There Be Peace On Earth” arr. 

by Arnold Shermann. 
 

March 30: 4th Sunday of Lent 

Adult choirs sing “Open Thou Mine Eyes” by John 
Rutter; Sine Nomine Ringers will play ”It Is Well 
With My Soul” arr. by Cathy Moklebust and “My  
Jesus I Love Thee” arr. by Arnold Shermann.   

Covenant Ringers will play "Song of the Cross" by 
Arnold Shermann and "Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead 

Us" by Arnold Shermann. 

Thank You 
 

Two small words that mean so much!  
To Rev. Bill Jones, thank you for the 
wonderful words of remembrance of 
John.  Thank you to Rev. Helen Casey-
Rutland for her caring visitations and 
comfort.  Thank you to Nancy Reynolds 
for all her assistance in making things 
easier for the family and to you our 
friends at church for your cards and 
calls. 

Thank You, 
Ruth Harlow 

March Calendar for 
Music Ministries 



 

Antique Appraisal and Luncheon 

All Board members have tickets for sale in addition to the Respite Care Director.   

For additional information please contact:  Carolyn Yowell 229-1771 ext 354. 
 

Make check payable to WUMC, include Respite Lunch on the memo line and  
mail to Carolyn Yowell, WUMC, 500 Jamestown Rd, Williamsburg, VA 23185. 

Friday,  March 28, 10:00 a.m. — 3:00 p.m. 

Our Version of “The Antique Roadshow!” 
 

Well known antique appraiser, Mr. William G. Hodges will be giving his expert opinion 
about your antiques or garage sale “find” and you will be given an informal written 
appraisal.  Come, spend the day and be “INFORMED” and “ENTERTAINED” by the 

delightful and knowledgeable Mr. Hodges.  This will be a fun and interesting day for 
friends, couples, lunch groups, women’s and men’s clubs to determine what your 

“treasure” is worth.  Don’t miss out on this event! 

$30 per person includes one Appraisal Item and Lunch 

Additional items (time permitting) $5 each item 
 

Seating is limited to 150 people! 
 

Donated Baskets will be featured with tickets for $5 or 3 for $10.   

All proceeds go to Respite Care. 

Plated Luncheon Menu: 

Butternut Squash Bisque 

Pan-Seared Breast of Chicken with Risotto, Baby Carrots and Fennel Butter 

Crème Brûlée 

Coffee or Tea 

To Benefit Respite Care of Williamsburg United Methodist Church 
 

Two Rivers Country Club at Governor’s land 

Silver Saints Luncheon 
Silver Saints (for those 50+ years of age) will meet in the Fellowship Hall 

on Wednesday, March 12 at noon.  Art Heezen, AARP volunteer will present 
"The Home Fit Workshop."   Please bring a dish to share and small donation for 
the chicken.  Also, bring a food item for FISH.  All are welcome, especially new 
attendees.   

Call Art & Loretta Heezen (565-2518) for questions. 



 

 

Our thoughts and prayers 
go out to the families of 
those who have passed 
away during the month 

of February: 

Edgar Hastings 

Bob Kennell 

If you ever have a moment, stop 
by our website to see what’s going on at 
our church.  The address is 
www.williamsburgumc.org.  Find out about 
all the ministries and other activities that you 
or your family may be interested in joining!!  
We have something for everyone!! 

If you have any questions about something 
you see on our website, contact the church 
office (229-1771). 

Have you checked 
out our Website? Do you have an 

article for the 
Newsletter? 

 

If you would like to submit an article for publica-
tion in the Messenger, the deadline for submittals is 
the 15th of the month.  Articles submitted should be 
typed or neatly printed, limited to a 1/2 page in 
length and are subject to editing for grammar, spell-
ing and content.  Please submit by e-mail to Lianne 
Koch at lkoch@williamsburgumc.org.   

Questions?  Please e-mail Lianne or call (229-
1771). 

given in memory of Jack M. Rascoe from 

given in memory of Kees van Leliveld from 

Memorial Giving  

 Mr. & Mrs. Philip Magruder 

 Fellowship Sunday School Class Is This Yours? 
 

A corn husk nativity set was purchased at the 
Alternative Giving Fair Friends of Barnabas table. 

If it belongs to you, contact  
Sharon Sams (565-1327). 

Condolences   

given in memory of John C. Harlow, Jr. from 

 Mrs. Ginger Barr 

 Mr. & Mrs. George Durmann 

 Mr. & Mrs. Basil  Gray 

 Mr. & Mrs. Paul MacLean 

 Ms. Lois Noll 

 Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Spruill 

 Mrs. Rosellen Via 

 Williamsburg Landing Circle  

given in memory of William Grimstead from 

 Mr. & Mrs. Don Spitzer 
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Have you been asked to give a devotion and are looking for something a little different?  Take a tip from 
our dear friend Marvin Willard and check out our Poetry collection in Section 811.  In addition to Maya Ange-
lou’s, And I Still Rise, you’ll find Eerdman’s Book of Christian Poetry, The Unpublished Poetry of 
Charles Wesley and a wonderful anthology, A Treasury of Poems:  A Collection of the World’s Most 
Famous and Familiar Verse, including selections by Yeats, Emerson, Tennyson, Longfellow, Whitman and 
many, many others.  For poems set to music, check out the One Year Book of Hymns  (242/Bro) in the 
Devotions section. 

Books of poetry are featured in our children’s section this month as well.  Among the classics, enjoy 
Stopping By the Woods On A Snowy Evening,  meet a young Native American in Hiawatha, and mean-
der over hill and dale with The Brook.  Then venture to town with Silly Sally, be prepared for a surprise in 
“Stand Back,” Said the Elephant, “I’m Going to Sneeze,” and discover pockets galore in A Sock Is A 
Pocket For Your Toes.  In addition, while not poetry, a must read this month for those whose ancestors 
hail from the Emerald Isle is The St. Patrick’s Day Shillelagh. 

  

“Poetry is the opening and closing of a door, leaving those who look through  
to guess about what is seen during the moment.”  

 – Carol Sandberg 

Library News 


